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Nevada Revised Statutes  
 
NRS 268.325  Methods to fill vacancy on governing body of city.  If a vacancy occurs on the 
governing body of a city, the governing body may, in lieu of appointment, declare by resolution a special 
election to fill the vacancy.  
 
Reno City Charter  
 
Sec. 1.070  Elective offices: Vacancies. [Effective through December 31, 2023.]  

1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, a vacancy in the City Council or in the office of 
City Attorney or Municipal Judge must be filled by a majority vote of the members of the City Council 
within 30 days after the occurrence of the vacancy. A person may be selected to fill a prospective 
vacancy in the City Council before the vacancy occurs. In filling a prospective vacancy, each member of 
the Council, except any member whose term of office expires before the occurrence of the vacancy, may 
participate in any action taken by the Council pursuant to this section. The appointee must have the 
same qualifications as are required of the elective official. The appointee shall serve until the next 
general municipal election and until his or her successor is elected and qualified.  

2.  If a prospective vacancy or vacancy occurs in the office of a City Council Member, in lieu of 
appointment, the City Council may, by resolution, declare a special election to fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. The resolution declaring a special election must be adopted within 30 
days after the occurrence of the vacancy and must state the date set by the City Council for the special 
election. In the case of a prospective vacancy, the Council may adopt the resolution before the vacancy 
occurs, but the special election may not be held until after the vacancy occurs. The special election must 
be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the resolution declaring the special election and 
section 5.030 of this Charter. A person elected to fill a vacancy at a special election must have the same 
qualifications as are required of the elected official.  

3.  A candidate at a special election to fill a vacancy in the office of a City Council Member who 
represents a ward must be elected only by the registered voters of the ward that the candidate seeks to 
represent.  
 
Sec. 5.010  General elections. [Effective through December 31, 2023.]  

1.  On the date fixed by the election laws of the State for the statewide general election in 
November 2002, and at each successive interval of 6 years, there must be elected at the general 
election, a Municipal Judge, who holds office for a term of 6 years and until his or her successor has 
been elected and qualified.  

2.  On the date fixed by the election laws of the State for the statewide general election in 
November 2002, and at each successive interval of 4 years, there must be elected at the general 
election, a Mayor, Council Members from the second and fourth wards, and a City Attorney, all of whom 
hold office for a term of 4 years and until their successors have been elected and qualified.  

3.  On the date fixed by the election laws of the State for the statewide general election in 
November 2004, and at each successive interval of 6 years, there must be elected at the general 
election, one or more Municipal Judges, other than the Municipal Judge referred to in subsection 1, all 
of whom hold office for a term of 6 years and until their successors have been elected and qualified.  
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4.  On the date fixed by the election laws of the State for the statewide general election in 
November 2004, and at each successive interval of 4 years, there must be elected at the general 
election, Council Members from the first, third and fifth wards and one Council Member at large, all of 
whom hold office for a term of 4 years and until their successors have been elected and qualified.  

5.  In the general election:  
(a) A candidate for the office of Council Member who represents a ward must be 

elected only by the registered voters of the ward that the candidate seeks to represent.  
(b) Candidates for the offices of Mayor, Municipal Judge, City Attorney and Council 

Member at large must be elected by the registered voters of the city at large.  
 
Sec. 5.030  Applicability of state election laws; elections under City Council control.  

1.  All elections held under this Charter must be governed by:  
(a) The provisions of NRS 293.5772 to 293.5887, inclusive, which supersede and 

preempt any conflicting provisions of this Charter; and  
(b) All other provisions of the election laws of this State, so far as those laws can be 

made applicable and are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter.  
2.  The conduct of all elections must be under the control of the City Council. For the conduct 

of elections, for the prevention of fraud in those elections, and for the recount of ballots in cases of 
doubt or fraud, the City Council shall adopt by ordinance all regulations which it considers desirable and 
consistent with law and this Charter. 




